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the Senate too, the power which belongs to her
numbers. Aud -how was she to get i Wag
there any mode of obtaining the consummation of
her wishes except by a change of the Coustitu-
tivn in the manver preseribed?

Is there any authority above the Constitution ?
ir, there is a deep meaning in this threat We
heard from a very high quarter not long ago,
that unless the popular wish for Conver.tional
refirm was soon gratified by the legislature, it~
sanction wou'!d not much longer be invoked; and
durin: this session, we have heard the rights of
the majority proclaimed to be above the Uonsti-
tution.  Is it the pructical assertion of this doc-
trir-e, which at once str kes down the Constiin-
tion, and prostrates every right under the law of
the strongest, to which the gentleman from Bal-
timore city looks?

Does he speak the sentiments of his constitu.
ents? If so, the cou ties, instead of yielding up
power, should draw the rein of authority tighter.
Every concession wrung from their fears, is a
link in the chain, which uitimately will bind
them. .

Sir, this threat, and these doctrines, arealarm-
ing. They portend a storm which may over-
whelm every thing valuable, every thing couser-
vative in our institutions [ beg gentlemen from
the counties 10 note them well,and before it is too
late to adopt measures of safety and security.

Mr. President. we are told that territory is
represented in the Senate, and there tr e small
couties have a check on the larger count e< and
the eity, sufficiently sirong for théir protection.
Theoretica ly thi- may be true; but practically
we find it is no cheek at all. The Senateis
elected for six years, and the members of that
body rarcly wish, or wili consent to accept. a se-
cond term  Whenthey have reached that point,
they have enjoyed ull their particular constitu-
ents can give; and they turn t eir eyes for future
advancement to the aggregate popular vote of
theyBtate,; or tof the vute of th Legislature. Thé
cousequence is, their effurt is not to protect their
particular constituents, but 10 conciliate tha'
power in the State, which can alone confer on
them additional honors und advancement. The
territorial representation in the Senate is, thee-
fore, not a +ufficicut, or rather not a rehable
mea i~ of proteciivn for the small eounties. They
must look to the House, which is composed of
men who louk fur suppert to their par icular
comties alone, and whose conduet is frrquenily
subm:tted to the approral of their constituents

We have seen, Mr. President, that the safety
of the swa ler counties, will be greatly endang-
ered by any materia: changes in the basis of re-
presenta ion, Now let me ask why muake the
chy ge? [t is not «il ged that they have abused
their trust. No cppression is com;la . ed of. No
a-t of levislation, injuriously affve ing tue interest
o Bal' mre or the west, has been pointed out.
They ta.e asked for no measure which had bem
refused. 1 have been an atientive observer of
t is e @ =, and in its whole course, poL one ac
has bren comp ained of. We have inflicted n
hardsh ps we ba.e been guilty of no opprersi 1
on the cuntrary we have umiyormly treaied our

brethren with fraternal kindness; we have gener-
ously taxed ourselves for their bevefit, and still
are willing to extend to them our aid and sup-
port, in every prudent measure of improvement;
yet we are asked to yield up power we have
never abused and which is essential to our own
protection. And why? Geuntlemen assign no
other reason, than what they are pleased to term,
the rights of the people—the abstract rigit of
the majority to rule!  And when they have got
all they claim, of what profit wil it be to them ?
Will the resources of the west be more rapidly
developed? Wilt the miner work with more
vigor, and the husbacdman of the wes-, gath-
er richer harvesis? Will Baltimore extend her
commerce further? Will her ardzaus enjoy
greate- ficilities, or her wealth maie rupidly uc-
cwnulate? Will there be more freedom ? "Will
the privileges of the citizen be beiter secured,
or the rights of property more respected, than
now? No sir, no—it isnot p etended !

But, sir, my friend from Carroll, ( Vir. Brown,)
charges, that we have no respect for the people
of western M .ryland.  Have we not aniformly
given the most sabstantial evidences of our re-
spect, for our western brethien?  Look at our
statute books. and you will find them filled with
‘he proofs of our resyect and rega d for them.

} How have we shown vur want of respect? The

gentleman Say<, we have not accoided to the
people of the west, the -ame political power ac-
cording to numbers, which we claim for our-
sefrex. And pray sir, when did the geutleman
perceive, there was any thing in this disrespect-
ful to the people of the west? He did not al-
ways think so. We are standing on the plat-
torm of 1836; we are contending for the distri-
bution of political power then determined on.
ind the gentleman himself had a very grest
agency in framing the act of that vear |1 be-
lieve sir, he claiws to have written that act

Mr. Browy explained  He did not claim any
credit any more than for bein: on the commit-
tee and using ali his efforts to get more Reform;
and as he had said the other day. the Chairman
of that committee remarked that he wuas the
most troublesome man on the committee.

Mr. CrisFielp continued. ‘The gentleman at
all events signed the report, and voted for the
nill.  But a ehange has now cume over the spir-
it of s dieam. We are standing where he
stood; we are advocating his measures  Does
our wunt of respect then consist in not changi- g
with the gr ntleman ?  But this was n.t his only
charge; and must we follow himn all his chang-
es? if «ur refusal to do this be disrespeciful to
the people «f the we-t, why sir, 1 for one,am
obnoxius to the getleman’s change; and 1 am
very much neiined to think, | shall continue to
sin in 1the same way.

Here, then, Mr. President. was soug! t a change
i the distrivution of political power, an aban-
donment of the principle of territorial represen-
tation under whi b we have lived and prospered
for two centuries. It was not sought because
t had been productive of any practical evil.
it was not sought because the chaige was
expected to improve aud benefit any portion




